PSYCHOLOGY 310L--Child Psychology Laboratory--Spring 2009
LAB 3--Sex roles, empathy, and relationships with animal companions

Readings (for background)

You will be writing a background to show the rationale for your hypotheses.  You should include relevant coverage from 310 and from the 310L text (esp. pages 224-228 and 244-250).  You should also use the following 4 sources:

Triebenbacher (1999), Use of the Companion Animals Bonding Scale

You will receive a hard copy in class of this article, about using the Companion Animal Bonding Scale.

Boldizar (1991), The Children's Sex Role Inventory 

Instructions on accessing the Boldizar article from a computer:

In order to access Boldizar’s (1991) article about using the Children’s Sex Role Inventory, go to the CSUB homepage and click on the Walter W. Stiern link. Then, click on the following links in sequence: "Quick Link"---"Find articles"---PsycINFO (right column).  Type "Boldizar" (no quote marks) in the first line, and specify author in the field (pull-down tab).  Type "sex role" in the second line and specify title in the field (pull-down tab).  Click "Search." The article entitled “Assessing sex typing and androgyny in children: The Children’s Sex Role Inventory” will pop up. Click on it and enjoy!

Triebenbacher (2000) and Paul (2000), background

To access these articles go to the CSUB homepage and add my name to open my homepage (www.csub.edu/~craupp).  Click on "On-line library."  Click on "Enter."  The password is crauppPDF (caps are important) and the password is anilib.  Scroll to the Triebenbacher (2000) article entitled "The companion animal in the family system."  Click on the book icon to open it or use the info at the top of the library list to move it to your hard drive.  Scroll to the Paul (2000) article entitled "Love of pets and love of people: Are they linked?" Click on the book icon to open it or use the info at the top of the library list to move it to your hard drive.   

GETTING READY
For this lab you will do individual sessions with one child who is 9 to 11.9 years old, one child who is 12 to 14.9 years old, and one child who is 15 to 17.9 years old.  Each participant must have a cat or a dog as an animal companion they regard as their own.  Each session will take approximately one hour.  Sessions should take place in the participant's homes at locations and times that minimize the chances of interruptions.

Obtain permission from the parent(s) and the children, using ethics guidelines.

You should go over the instructions ahead of time so that you are at ease with the procedure yet can follow the instructions closely.  It is important not to tell the participant whether she is correct or incorrect--give general encouragement without accuracy information.

NOTE THAT THERE IS NO PLACE FOR IDENTIFIERS ON THE MEASURES--YOU NEED TO MAKE SURE THAT YOU KEEP TRACK OF WHICH MEASURE IS FILLED OUT BY EACH PERSON (mark them!). 

You will need 4 copies of the CSRI, the BETCA, the CABS, and the Companion Animal Measure.  (The extra copy is so that, if needed, you can read items to the youngest children as they fill out their own copies.)

Instructions for using the measures

Note--for each of the measures that use rating numbers, make sure the participant understands the points on the scale and do what you can to get readable numbers.

Children's Sex Role Inventory (CSRI)      Boldizar
The mid-age child and the teenager should fill this out on their own (just read the instructions at the top).  The youngest child can also fill this out on her own but ask if the child wants you to read it to her.  You can read the measure to the youngest child after going over the points on the answer scale and the child should use a separate copy of the scale to mark her answers after you read each item and its choices.

Bryant Empathy Test for Children and Adolescents         Bryant

The mid-age child and the teenager should fill this out on their own (just read them the instruction at the top).  You should read the measure to the youngest child after going over the points on the answer scale and the child should use a separate copy of the scale to mark his or her answers after you read each item and its choices.

Companion Animal Bonding Scale (CAB)     Poresky, Hendrix, Mosier & Samuelson

The mid-age child and the teenager should fill this out on their own (just read them the instruction at the top).  You should read the measure to the youngest child after going over the points on the answer scale and the child should use a separate copy of the scale to mark his or her answers after you read each item and its choices.

Companion Animal Measure

The mid-age child and the teenager should fill this out on their own (just remind them to follow the directions for each question).  You should read the measure to the youngest child and the child should use a separate copy of the scale to mark his or her answers after you read each item and its choices.

LAB 3 REPORT
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(For this lab you will have four hypotheses:  


Two use age as the IV and the other two each have a different IV.  There must be some combination of within-subjects and between-subjects approaches.  


There must be at least three different inferential statistics.  


There can be no single-item DVs.  


There can be at least one test of an interaction of two IVs.)
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Tests of hypotheses



Graphs (optional)

Discussion


Conclusions (based on descriptive results and tests of hypotheses)


Possible threats to internal validity


Possible limitations to external validity


Specific ideas for improving validity

CAB

Put an "x" in front of the answer that describes you the best.

1.
How often are you responsible for your companion animal?


__Always          __Generally          __Often           __Rarely          __Never

2.
How often do you clean up after your companion animal?


__Always          __Generally          __Often           __Rarely          __Never

3.
How often do you hold, stroke, or pet your companion animal?


__Always          __Generally          __Often           __Rarely          __Never

4.
How often does your companion animal sleep with you?


__Always          __Generally          __Often           __Rarely          __Never

5.
How often do you feel that your companion animal is responsive to you?


__Always          __Generally          __Often           __Rarely          __Never

6.
How often do you feel that you have a close relationship with your companion animal?


__Always          __Generally          __Often           __Rarely          __Never

7.
How often do you travel with your companion animal?


__Always          __Generally          __Often           __Rarely          __Never

8.
How often do you sleep near your companion animal?


__Always          __Generally          __Often           __Rarely          __Never

COMPANION ANIMALS MEASURE

1)  Your age (years and months)
________
2)  Your sex (male or female)?
       
______

3)
(Circle the correct answers)  


a)  I have                        One companion animal                  More than one companion animal


b)  If you have more than one companion animal, do you have a favorite?

Yes
   No

     c)  If you have a favorite, is he/she a cat or a dog?


Cat
    Dog

If you have just one companion animal, fill out all the rest of the questions while thinking about that companion animal.

If you have more than one companion animal, fill out all the questions by thinking about your favorite companion animal.  

If you don’t have a favorite, fill out the questions by thinking about the companion animal you have had the longest in your home.

4)
a)  What kind of animal is the companion animal you’re giving answers about (circle one)?  





Cat

Dog

        b)  How much time do you spend per day, on average, taking care of and interacting with your companion animal?  






  ______hours______minutes per day

5)
When you think of your companion animal, do you consider him/her to be a member of your family (circle yes or no)?



            Yes                   No

6)  What are the feelings you have had about your companion animal in the past month?  (Put an X in front of EACH ONE that you have felt in the past month.)


___a)
love


___b)
friendliness


___c)
happiness, fun


___d)
interest, curiosity


___e)
sympathy, empathy


___f)
fear of the companion animal


___g)
fear for the companion animal (worry that something would happen to him/her)


___h)
sadness


___I)
indifference, boredom


___j)
anger at the companion animal


___k)
anger at other people about the companion animal

BETCA        For each of these, decide how much you agree with it and put that number in front of the item.
1=I disagree with this completely.

2=I disagree with this a lot.

3=I disagree with this somewhat.

4=I disagree with this a little.

5=I'm in between disagreeing and agreeing.

6=I agree with this a little.

7=I agree with this somewhat.

8=I agree with this a lot.

9=I agree with this completely.
____ 1.   It makes me sad to see a girl who can't find anyone to play with.  

____  2.   People who kiss and hug in public are silly. 

____  3.  Boys who cry because they are happy are silly.  

____  4.   I really like to watch people open presents, even when I don't get a present myself. 

____  5.  Seeing a boy who is crying makes me feel like crying.  

____  6.  I get upset when I see a girl being hurt.  

____  7.  Even when I don't know why someone is laughing, I laugh too.  

____  8.  Sometimes I cry when I watch TV.  

____  9.  Girls who cry because they are happy are silly. 

____ 10.  It's hard for me to see why someone else gets upset. 

____  11.  I get upset when I see an animal being hurt. 

____  12.  It makes me sad to see a boy who can't find anyone to play with. 

____  13.  Some songs make me feel so sad I feel like crying.

____  14.  I get upset when I see a boy being hurt. 

____  15.  Grown-ups sometimes cry even when they have nothing to be sad about. 

____  16.  It's silly to treat dogs and cats as though they have feelings like people.

____  17.  I get mad when I see a classmate pretending to need help from the teacher all the time. 

____  18.  Kids who have no friends probably don't want any. 

____  19.  Seeing a girl who is crying makes me feel like crying. 

____  20.  I think it is funny that some people cry during a sad movie or while reading a sad book. 

____  21.  I am able to eat all my cookies even when I see someone looking at me wanting one. 
____  22.   I don't feel upset when I see a classmate being punished by a teacher for not obeying school rules.

CSRI
For each of these, decide how true this is of you and put that number in front of the item.

1=not at all true of me      2=a little true of me      3=mostly true of me      4=very true of me

__  1.  I am an honest person.

__  2.  I care about what happens to others.

__  3.  It's easy for me to make up my mind about things.

__  4.  I think I'm better than most of the other people I know.

__  5.  When someone's feelings have been hurt, I try to make them feel better.

__  6.  I can take care of myself.

__  7.  People like me.

__  8.  I usually speak softly.

__  9.  I can control a lot of the kids in my class.

__  10. I am a serious person.

__  11. I am a warm person.

__  12. I like to do things that boys and men do.

__  13. I have many friends.

__  14. I am a kind and caring person.

__  15.  When a decision has to be made, it's easy for me to take a stand.

__  16.  I usually get things done on time.

__  17. It's easy for people to get me to believe what they tell me.

__  18. I get pretty angry if someone gets in my way.

__  19. It's easy for me to fit into new places.

__  20. Sometimes I like to do things that younger kids do.

__  21. I am a leader among my friends.

__  22. I am always losing things.

__  23. I don't like to say "bad" words or swear.

__  24. I'd rather do things my own way than take directions from others.

__  25. I am careful not to say things that will hurt someone's feelings.

__  26. I like babies and small children a lot.

__  27.  When I play games, I really like to win.

__  28. I like to do things that other people do.

__  29. I am a gentle person.

1=not at all true of me      2=a little true of me      3=mostly true of me      4=very true of me 

__  30. I'm willing to work hard to get what I want.

__  31. I like to help others.

__  32. When there's a disagreement, I usually give in and let others have their way.

__  33. I am sure of my abilities.

__ 34. I am a moody person.

__  35. I am a cheerful person.

__  36. I stand up for what I believe in.

__  37. I'm the kind of person others can depend on.

__  38. I feel shy around new people.

__ 39. I would rather do things on my own than ask others for help.

__  40. I like acting in front of other people.

__  41. When I like someone, I do nice things for them to show them how I feel.

__  42. I am good at sports.

__  43. I am a happy person.

__  44. I feel good when people say nice things about me.

__  45. It's easy for me to tell people what I think, even when I know they will probably disagree with me.

__  46. I never know what I'm going to do from one minute to the next.

__  47. I am faithful to me friends.

__  48. I make a strong impression on most people I meet.

__  49. I always do what I say I will do.

__  50. I like to do things that girls and women do.

__  51. I can get people to do what I want them to do most of the time.

__  52. I feel bad when other people have something that I don't have.

__  53. It makes me feel bad when someone else is feeling bad.

__  54. I like to think about and solve problems.

__  55. I try to tell the truth.

__  56. I can usually tell when someone needs help.

__  57. I am good at taking charge of things.

__  58. I like to keep secrets.

__  59. I'm good at understanding other people's problems.

__  60. I am willing to take risks.
